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VENICE (VENEZIA) 

Venice apparently developed as a place of refuge 
from cities like Aquileia, destroyed or threatened by 
Huns and other invaders in the 5 th century. When 
the Lombards conquered northern Italy in the 
560s, Venice remained an outpost controlled by the 
Eastern Roman (“Byzantine”) Empire. The first 
historical duke or doge (Venetian, from Latin dux) 
seems to have been Orso, who was granted the title 
hypatos by the Byzantine emperor. His rule was 
followed by that of five annual magistri militum , 
but the series of doges continued with his son 
Diodato. 

While the Veneto became an autonomous 
outpost of Byzantium, it was disturbed by ongoing 
rivalries among pro-Byzantine and pro-Lombard or 
pro-Frankish factions in the 8 th and 9 th centuries. 
After surviving a Frankish attack in 811, Venice 
began to build up its naval power and to dominate 
the Adriatic Sea, while maintaining amicable 
relations with its Byzantine and Germanic 
neighbors alike. This led to Venetian expansion 
onto the eastern shores of the Adriatic and the 
concession of tax exemptions for its merchants by 
the Byzantine Empire. A Byzantine xenophobic 
reaction against this at Constantinople in 1183 
may be considered the end of Venice’s nominal 
status as a dependency of the Byzantine Empire. 

Up to the early 11 th century, there was a 
marked but unsuccessful tendency towards dynastic 
succession in the office of doge. This was gradually 
abandoned, and Venice remained an oligarchic 
republic (Serenissima Repubblica di Venezia) until 
the end, the selection of the doge having been 
confined to a relatively small group of some forty 
electors since 1171. In effect the system functioned 
much like an elective monarchy, since the doge 
held power until death; the obvious parallels are 
the Papacy and the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth. Especially after 1168 the doge 
lost much of his political authority to officials 
appointed by the Great Council. 

From the 1 i rh century Venice supported the 
Crusader movement, and Venetian colonies were 
established in numerous Levantine ports. In 
1102—1104 the doge Enrico Dandolo was one of 
the leaders of the Fourth Crusade, which 
conquered Constantinople and resulted in further 
gains for Venice around the Aegean, most notably 
the islands of Crete and Negroponte (Euboea). In 
the later 1100s and the 1300s Venice was 
repeatedly engaged in war with Genoa, in the 
Adriatic, Eastern Mediterranean, the Aegean, and 
the Black Sea. Largely successful in this conflict, 
Venice went on to acquire a sizeable portion of the 
mainland (terraferma) in northeastern Italy. 


Although Venice went on to take over the island 
of Cyprus in 1489, the main period of Venetian 
expansion was coming to an end. It had already lost 
much of its oversees holdings with the conquest of 
the Crusader States by the Mamluks of Egypt in the 
1 3 th century and of the Balkans and parts of the 
Aegean by the Ottoman Turks in the 15 th century. 
The 16 th century featured continued conflict with 
the Ottomans, in which Venice allied with the 
Habsburgs. Though defeated by the Ottomans at 
Preveza in 1538, the alliance was victorious at 
Naupaktos (Lepanto) in 1571. 

Despite such success Venice was declining in 
power, wealth, and population, and Cyprus had 
fallen to the Ottomans in 1570. In the early 17 th 
century the profitable alliance with the Habsburgs 
ended, and after almost 15 years of war, Crete was 
lost to the Ottomans in 1669. After the failed 
Ottoman siege of Vienna in 1683, Venice took the 
offensive in a new alliance with the Habsburgs and 
made up for some of its losses, expanding in 
Dalmatia and securing the entire Peloponnese. The 
latter was lost to the Ottomans in 1715 but Venice 
retained control of Dalmatia and the Ionian islands 
until the end. The increasing role of Genoa and 
Livorno in north Italian trade during the 18 th 
century added to the decline of Venice, in spite of 
new success against North African pirates into the 
1780s. In 1797 Venice was quickly defeated and 
occupied by the French emperor Napoleon I, who 
divided its possessions with his Habsburg allies, 
leaving Venice to Austria but keeping the Ionian 
islands. The entire territory of the former Venetian 
Republic was integrated into Napoleon’s Kingdom of 
Italy in 1806, but most of it was awarded to Austria 
by the Congress of Vienna in 1815. Austria’s Italian 
possessions were grouped into the so-called Regno 
Lombardo-Veneto until 1866, when the Veneto, its 


last remnant, was taken by the new Kingdom of Italy. 

Doges of Venice 

716-737 

Orso Ipato 1 

737-738 

Domenico Leone; replaced 

738-739 

Felice Cornicola; replaced 
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Diodato Ipato 2 ; replaced 

740-741 

Gioviano Cepario; replaced 

741-741 

Giovanni Fabriciaco; replaced 

741-75 5 

Diodato Ipato; restored; deposed 

75 5-756 

Galla Gaulo; deposed 

756-764 

Domenico Monegario; deposed 

764-787 

Maurizio Galbaio I 


1 According to later tradition, preceded by Paolo 
Lucio Anafesto in 697 and Marcello Tegalliano in 
717 - 

2 Son of Orso Ipato. 
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787—804 

Giovanni Galbaio 3 ; deposed 

804—810 

Obelerio Antenoreo 4 ; deposed 

811—827 

Agnello Participazio I 5 

827—829 

Giustiniano Participazio 6 

829-837 

Giovanni Participazio I 7 ; deposed 

837—864 

Pietro Tradonico 8 

864—881 

Orso Participazio I 9 

881-887 

Giovanni Participazio II 10 ; abdicated 
Pietro Candiano I; associated 887 

887-888 

Pietro Participazio 11 

888—912 

Pietro Tribuno 12 

912-932 

Orso Participazio II; abdicated 

932-939 

Pietro Candiano II 13 

939-942 

Pietro Badoer 14 

942-959 

Pietro Candiano III 15 

959-976 

Pietro Candiano IV 16 

976-978 

Pietro Orseolo I; abdicated, died 987 

978-979 

Vitale Candiano 17 

979-992 

Tribuno Memmo 18 ; abdicated 

992—1009 

Pietro Orseolo II 19 

1009—1026 

Ottone Orseolo 20 ; deposed, died 103 j 

1026—1032 

Pietro Centranico; deposed 

1032—1042 

Domenico Flabanico 
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Domenico Contarini I 

1071—1084 

Domenico Selvo; deposed 
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Vitale Falier 

1096—1102 

Vitale Michiel I 


3 Son of Maurizio Galbaio I; associated with son 
Maurizio II. 

4 Associated with brothers Beato and Valentino. 

5 Associated with sons Giovanni (817—818) and 
Giustiniano and grandson Agnello II (818—827). 

6 Son of Agnello Participazio I. 

7 Son of Agnello Participazio I. 

8 Associated with son Giovanni until 863. 

5 Son of Agnello Participazio II, son of Giustiniano 
Participazio; associated with sons Giovanni II and 
Orso (distinct from Orso II?). 

10 Son of Orso Participazio I. 

11 Son of Orso Participazio I. 

12 Son of Domenico Tribuno by Agnella, niece of 
Pietro Tradonico. 

13 Son of Pietro Candiano I. 

14 Son of Orso Participazio II. 

15 Son of Pietro Candiano II; associated with son 
Pietro IV from 946. 

16 Son of Pietro Candiano III. 

17 Son of (?) Pietro Candiano III. 

18 Husband of Marina, daughter of Pietro 
Candiano IV. 

19 Son of Pietro Orseolo I; associated with son 
Giovanni 1004—1005. 

20 Son of Pietro Orseolo II. 


1102—1118 

Ordelaffo Falier 21 

hi 8—1129 

Domenico Michiel 22 

1130—1148 

Pietro Polani 

1148—115 5 

Domenico Morosini 

1155-1172 

Vitale Michiel II 23 

1172—1178 

Sebastiano Ziani 

1178—1192 

Orio Mastropiero 

1192—1205 

Enrico Dandolo 24 

1205—1229 

Pietro Ziani 25 

1229—1249 

Jacopo Tiepolo; abdicated, died 1249 

1249-1253 

Marino Morosini 

1253—1268 

Ranieri Zeno 

1268—1275 

Lorenzo Tiepolo 26 

1275—1280 

Jacopo Contarini 

1280—1289 

Giovanni Dandolo 

1289—1311 

Pietro Gradenigo 

1311 —1312 

Marino Zorzi 

1312—1328 

Giovanni Soranzo 

1329-1339 

Francesco Dandolo 

039 - 1342 . 

Bartolomeo Gradenigo 

1343-1354 

Andrea Dandolo 

1354-1355 

Marino Falier 

1355-1356 

Giovanni Gradenigo 

13 56—1361 

Giovanni Dolfin 

1361 —1365 

Lorenzo Celsi 

1365 —1368 

Marco Corner 

1368—1382 

Andrea Contarini 

1382 

Michele Morosini 

1382—1400 

Antonio Venier 

1400—1413 

Michele Steno 

1414-1423 

Tommaso Mocenigo 

1423-1457 

Francesco Foscari; deposed, died 1457 

1457-1462 

Pasquale Malipiero 

1462—1471 

Cristoforo Moro 

1471-1473 

Nicolo Tron 

1473-1474 

Nicolo Marcello 

1474-1476 

Pietro Mocenigo 27 

1476-1478 

Andrea Vendramini 

OO 

OO 

Giovanni Mocenigo 28 

1485—1486 

Marco Barbarigo 

1486—1501 

Agostino Barbarigo 29 


21 Son of Vitale Falier. 

22 Son of Giovanni, son of Vitale Michiel I. 

23 Son of Domenico Michiel. 

24 Associated son Ranieri as regent 1202—1205. 

25 Son of Sebastiano Ziani. 

26 Son of Jacopo Tiepolo. 

27 Son of Leonardo, brother of Tommaso Mocenigo. 

28 Brother of Pietro Mocenigo. 

29 Brother of Marco Barbarigo. 



I. Mladjov, Page 3/3 


1501 —1511 Leonardo Loredan 

1511 — 1513 Antonio Grimani 

1513 — 1538 Andrea Gritti 

1539—1545 Pietro Lando 

1545—1553 Francesco Dona 

1553 —1554 Marcantonio Trevisan 

1554—1556 Francesco Venier 

1556—1559 Lorenzo Priuli 

1 559— 1 567 Girolamo Priuli 30 

1567—1570 Pietro Loredan 

1570—1577 Alvise Mocenigo I 

1577— 1578 Sebastiano Venier 

1578— 1585 Nicolo da Ponte 

1585 — 1595 Pasquale Cicogna 

1595 —t6o5 Marino Grimani 

1605—1611 Leonardo Dona 

1611—1615 Marcantonio Memmo 

1615 —1618 Giovanni Bembo 

1618 Nicolo Dona 

1618—1613 Antonio Priuli 

1613 —1614 Francesco Contarini 

1614—1619 Giovanni Corner I 

1630—1631 Nicolo Contarini 

1631 —1646 Francesco Erizzo 

1646—1655 Francesco da Molin 
16 5 5 — 16 5 6 Carlo Contarini 

1656 Francesco Corner 31 

1656—1658 Bertuccio Valier 

1658— 1659 Giovanni Pesaro 

1659— 1675 Domenico Contarini II 

1675 —1676 Nicolo Sagredo 

1676—1684 Alvise Contarini 

1684—1688 Marcantonio Giustinian 

1688—1694 Francesco Morosini 
1694—1700 Silvestro Valier 32 

1700—1709 Alvise Mocenigo II 

1709—1711 Giovanni Corner II 33 
1711—1731 Alvise Mocenigo III 
1731—1735 Carlo Ruzzini 

1735 —1741 Alvise Pisani 

1741 —1751 Pietro Grimani 

1751—1761 Francesco Loredan 

1761—1763 Marco Foscarini 

1763 — 1778 Alvise Mocenigo IV 


30 Brother of Lorenzo Priuli. 

31 Son of Giovanni Corner I; husband of Andriana, 
daughter of Antonio Priuli. 

32 Son of Bertuccio Valier. 

33 Son of Federico, son of Francesco Corner. 


1779—1789 Paolo Renier 

1789—1797 Ludovico Manin; abdicated, died 1801 
(to Austria 1798 34 ) 


34 To Austria 1798; to Italy 1806; to Austria 1814 
(as the Regno Lombardo-Veneto from 1815); 
republic 1848; to Austria 1849; to France 1866; to 
Italy 1866 



